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With internationally-focused academic, research 
and outreach programs, the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee prepares students to meet the challenges and 
embrace the opportunities they will encounter in today’s 
interdependent world.

The UWM Center for International Education welcomes 
and supports every international student during his or her 
time at UWM. We are proud to welcome you to UWM, and 
look forward to helping you thrive in our beautiful city and 
world-class university.
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Outstanding. Exceptional. 
International. World-class.
These are words people use to describe the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,  
one of the largest public research institutions in the Midwest region of the U.S.

What the experts say  
about UWM
“ One of the top research  
universities in the U.S.”  
Carnegie Foundation.

“ One of the world’s top 500  
universities. World-class.”  
Center for World-Class Universities 
of Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 

“ Among the 500 best in the world.”  
Vanguard College Rankings.

“ A top-rated green college  
[environmentally friendly].”  
U.S. Green Building Council and  
Princeton Review.

What the world knows about UWM
More than 180 degree programs are offered at UWM.  
Our strongest academic programs combine: 

•  Instruction from professors and scientists with industry and international  
connections;

• Competitive cohort of international students; 

• State of the art research facilities;

• Selective programs for high-achieving students;

•  Distinguished professors who are international experts in psychology, materials 
engineering, economics, physics and more.

UWM has a growing number of international students 
More than 1,000 students from 80 countries attend UWM, enrolling in some of the 
university’s top-ranked bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D. programs in subjects areas like:

• Business

• Engineering and Computer Science

• Natural Sciences: mathematics, chemistry, biology, physics 

•  Social Sciences: communication, journalism, psychology and  
educational psychology

• New schools of Freshwater Sciences and Public Health
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UWM Vision
• A top-tier research university that is 

the best place to learn and work for 
students, faculty and staff, and that is a 
leading driver for sustainable economic 
prosperity.

• A commitment to excellence, powerful 
ideas, community and global engagement 
and collaborative partnerships.

Excellent experience 
for excellent students
As one of only two doctoral-degree granting public 
universities in Wisconsin, UWM’s Research 1 status 
attracts emerging and established scientists, entre-
preneurs, researchers and master’s and Ph.D. students 
worldwide.

More than 200 research centers, laboratories and  
institutes offer top students the opportunity for  
advanced research and collaboration with professors.
 
Individual attention
UWM offers a 1:20 professor-student ratio. Every student who needs indi-
vidual time and attention from a professor can get it. That 1:20 ratio is much 
lower in our master’s and Ph.D. programs.

The UWM Honors College welcomes bachelor’s degree students into small 
and intensive classes with top-ranked professors. 
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“  UWM is quite diverse and this is very important to me as an international student. 
There are different cultural events and film festivals hosted by UWM all year long 
and this gives me the chance to know about different parts of the world. 

“ The lake view is exquisite in Milwaukee. I have lived in Chicago before but the 
landscape in Milwaukee is gorgeous. All that green space around the lake is  
breathtaking.” 

 -  DALIA GOMAA, ENGLISH PH.D. CANDIDATE 
CAIRO, EGYPT



Programs available
• •  Accounting
 •  Administrative Leadership
  • Africology
• • • Anthropology
• • • Architecture
• •  Art
• •  Art History
•   Athletic Training
•   Atmospheric Sciences
•   Biochemistry
• • • Biological Sciences
• •  Biomedical Sciences
• • • Business
• •  Business Administration
• • • Chemistry
• • • Communication
• •   Communication Sciences  

and Disorders
• • • Computer Science

• •  Criminal Justice
• •  Dance
• • • Economics
• • • Education
• • • Educational Psychology
• • • Civil Engineering 
• • • Computer Engineering
• • • Computer Science
• • • Electrical Engineering
• • •  Industrial & Manufacturing 

Engineering
• • • Materials
• • • Mechanical Engineering
• • • English
  •  Environmental and  

Occupational Health
• •  Film
• • • Finance
 • • Freshwater Sciences
• •  Foreign Language and Literature

• • • Geography
• • • Geosciences
•   Global Studies
 •  Health Care Informatics
  • Health Sciences
• • • History
•    Human Resources Management
 •   Human Resources and Labor 

Relations
• •   Information Technology  

Management 
• •  Journalism and Media Studies
• •  Kinesiology
• • •  Library Science/Information Studies
• • • Linguistics
  • Management
• • • Marketing
• • • Mathematical Sciences
  • Medical Informatics
•   Microbiology

• •  Music
 •   Nonprofit Management  

and Leadership
• • • Nursing
• •  Occupational Therapy
• •  Philosophy
 •  Physical Therapy
• • • Physics
• • • Political Science
• • • Psychology
 •  Public Administration
• • • Social Work

• • • Sociology

• • •  Supply Chain & Operations 
Management

•   Theatre

 •  Urban Planning

• • • Urban Studies

• •  Women’s Studies

For a complete listing of degree programs, visit: uwm.edu/academics/programs.cfm

• Bachelor’s degree      • Master’s degree     • Ph.D.   

World-class professors & research
Professors arrive at UWM from around the world, with international expertise in such 
areas as freshwater sciences, physics, architecture, nanomaterials, theatre and psy-
chology. Our 1,600 professors receive funding from National Geographic, the National 
Institutes of Health, NASA, the World Health Organization and other credible sources in 
the sciences and humanities. Every year professors and researchers accumulate more 
than $60 million in research funding.

Twenty world languages are taught at UWM; many more are spoken here by students 
and faculty. But instruction and research at UWM is conducted in English. 

U
W

M
  University of W

isconsin-M
ilw

aukee     uw
m

.edu

5

“ Being a student here I have met many nice and friendly people on campus. 
From them, I have learned how to communicate with people with multicultural 
backgrounds and different interests.”

 -  JIA XIAOJING, ECONOMICS GRADUATE STUDENT 
CANGZHOU, CHINA



Academics

How UWM Ranks

Education
Classrooms to boardrooms, education 
majors access support and opportunity 
in an urban, metropolitan environment.

Architecture & Urban Planning
The only accredited architecture school 
in the state of Wisconsin, our School 
of Architecture and Urban Planning is 
internationally recognized.

Engineering & Applied Science
Internationally acclaimed faculty, 
partnerships with corporations world-
wide and a strong research operation 
distinguish this accredited college. 

Arts
The Peck School of the Arts offers 
rich, robust arts curricula, in addition to 
hosting 350 events yearly.

Freshwater Science
The only U.S. university dedicated to 
the study of freshwater sustainability is  
located on Lake Michigan – the world’s 
fifth-largest lake.

Business
Delivering management education that 
gives students a competitive edge in 
their professional careers.

 

School of Architecture  
& Urban Planning
Center of Excellence.

Top 20 architecture 
program.

Only accredited school of 
architecture in the state  
of Wisconsin.

A school of notable  
distinction.

No. 18 in research  
performance among  
135 schools.

UWM’s schools and colleges offer nearly 200 degrees.  
Take a look, make a connection, meet your future.

College of Engineering & Applied Science
Accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.

Graduate programs ranked second highest in Wisconsin and among the top 130 in the U.S.

College of Health Sciences

BioMedical Sciences: Top 15 program in the U.S., among the 

top seven percent of clinical laboratory science programs in 

the U.S.

Communication Sciences and Disorders/Speech Language 

pathology: Highly selective master’s program, among the top 

third in the U.S.

First occupational therapy program in the world, ranked 

among the top 15 percent of occupational-therapy graduate 

programs in the U.S.

Freshwater Science
The only university in the 
U.S. dedicated to the study 
of freshwater supply, de-
mand and preservation. 

Helen Bader School  

of Social Welfare

Top 40 social work program.
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Health Sciences
The college has a broad range of 
top-ranked programs. Students have 
access to clinics, labs and a 90-percent 
employment rate.

Information Studies
From libraries to archives to governments, 
the school examines how information is 
created, displayed and managed.

Letters & Science
66 programs, 22 departments and 20 
languages plus research and academic 
partners worldwide. Letters & Science 
offers an international education.

Social Welfare
Combining criminal justice and social 
welfare, the Helen Bader School of 
Social Welfare offers students  
education and experience.

Nursing
Competitive academics and plentiful 
research and clinical experience make 
this an elite nursing program in the U.S.

Public Health
Located near its public, partner organi-
zations and community advocates, the 
Joseph J. Zilber School of Public Health 
conducts rigorous research and training.

Letters & Science
Top ten Communication 
Department.

Department of Economics 
international finance program 

in the top 30 worldwide .

No. 14 creative-writing  
Ph.D. program.

Top 100 hydrogeology  
program in North America.

No. four master’s in philoso-

phy program in the U.S.

Lubar School of Business
Part-time MBA ranked 18th in the region and 75th worldwide  
by Bloomberg Businessweek.

Ranked 97th among business schools nationwide for its under-
graduate business program by U.S. News & World Report.

Peck School of the Arts
Only dedicated arts school in Wisconsin.

No. 20 film program in the world.

Graduate programs ranked among the top 130 programs in the U.S.

One of the most prolific arts presenters in Wisconsin, offering more than 350 dance, music, 

and theatre performances, film screenings, and art exhibitions each year.

School of Information Studies    

Master of Library and Information Science 

program ranked No. 16 in the U.S.

Nursing

Top ten percent of nursing 
programs in the U.S.
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Succeed at UWM 
The university is an excellent place to learn 
and to research, with access to leading 
international faculty made possible through 
small classes, online learning and graduate 
fellowships and scholarships.Research and 
faculty mentoring opportunities are available 
to graduate and undergraduate students. 

Academic & Research Facts: 
•   UWM is listed in the Shangai top 500 research universities in 

the world.

•   UWM research is growing. Nearly $62 million is spent on 
research—much of it from the National Science Foundation 
and National Institutes of Health—marking a 51 percent 
increase over just six years.

•   UWM is one of only two doctoral research universities in 
Wisconsin, offering 33 doctoral, 53 master’s, and 32 certificate 
programs.

•   “Availability of graduate faculty” is what international students 
tell us they most value about their studies at UWM.

•   UWM awards more than $6 million annually in graduate 
fellowships and scholarships, as well as specialized  
disciplinary awards.

•   More than 25 percent of graduate students receive teaching, 
project, or research assistantships that cover their tuition 
and health-care costs and support their full-time studies (this 
percentage is higher for international graduate students).

•  UWM Online offers high-quality curriculum and instruction 
from top faculty via online-only courses that help students 
complete their studies from their home in the U.S. or their 
home country. 

•  UWM provides access to a range of technology supports to 
ensure student success in online learning, including a call-in 
help center, online tutoring, and electronic library resources. 
Email oarss@uwm.edu to learn more.

•  UWM is committed to offering high quality research experience 
to undergraduate students. More than 1,000 undergraduate 
students collaborate with faculty on innovative research. 
Research experiences are available in all academic programs.

Funding Facts:
•  Graduate research assistants are a critical component of 

UWM’s growing research enterprise, conducting important, 
rewarding, and publishable research that supports the 
scholarly programs of their faculty mentors while advancing 
their own course of study and future career.

•  The Graduate School offers a number of travel awards to 
graduate students presenting at professional meetings.

U
W

M
  

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f W
is

co
ns

in
-M

ilw
au

ke
e 

   
 u

w
m

.e
du

8

“ UWM has an excellent image worldwide, and this 
has helped me secure an internship at the National 
Mineral Development Corporation of India. It is 
India’s largest iron-ore exporter and a government 
of India enterprise. This would not have been possible 
without my MBA in international business through 
the Lubar School at UWM.”

 -   SAMPADA CH 
MBA, INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT



visit uwm.edu

Applying to UWM

What you need to know

Financial Assistance
Master’s and Ph.D. students can apply for assistantships,  
fellowships and tuition remission awards.

Priority application date for bachelor’s  
degree applicants:
Fall semester: March 1. Spring Semester: August 1.

Priority application date for master’s/ 
Ph.D. degree applicants:
Apply one year before your program begins. Confirm dead-
lines with academic departments, including deadlines for 
applying for assistantships.

English as a Second Language
Three programs are available to help you be successful in 
your academic work:

•  Pre-academic Intensive English Program (non-credit)*

•  ESL Writing courses (credit)

•   Oral Skills (non-credit) for international teaching assistants

 Visit: esl.uwm.edu or contact esl@uwm.edu. 

*  Undergraduate students who complete one semester (4 months) 
of the advanced level of the Intensive English Program (Level 
4, Immersion) with an overall average of 80% or better fulfill the 
English Proficiency Requirement for undergraduate admission. 
No additional IELTS or TOEFL testing is required.

Students who do not meet the English Proficiency requirements 
for regular admission are eligible to be considered for Dual or 
Conditional admission. Dual admission permits part-time academic 
study in addition to part-time English language instruction. 
Conditional admission allows for full academic admission but 
requires full-time English language study in UWM’s ESL program 
until English Proficiency requirements are met.

English Proficiency Requirements

 TOEFL IELTS 
 (Internet based) score
Bachelor’s  

Regular Admission 68 5.5

Dual Admission (Part-time  
ESL/Part-time Academic) 61-67 5.0

Conditional Admission 0-60 0-4.5

Master’s/Ph.D.  

Regular Admission 79 6.5

Dual Admission (Part-time  
ESL/Part-time Academic) 68-78 6.0

Conditional Admission 0-67 0-5.5
 

“ The friendliness of the people here helped to make 
my move here easy and enjoyable. Milwaukee is a great 
city to live in. I love having four distinct seasons and 
enjoying all the activities that come with each! Being 
from Canada I particularly enjoy going to Bradford 
beach in the summer.”

 -   DEMI PRICE, MARKETING AND HUMAN RESOURCES DOUBLE MAJOR 
CALGARY, AB, CANADA
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Life at UWM
UWM pays attention to student health, happiness, safety and support. Located on or 
near our 420,000-square-meter main campus are many student life programs, and places to 
keep students comfortable, successful and secure at UWM.

Housing
More than 4,000 students live in University Housing residences 
at UWM. Sandburg and Purin residences are located right on 
campus. Three newer university housing sites are one mile 
south of the main campus.

Free shuttle transportation and security services are available 
at all five locations. Restaurants, study lounges, workout facilities, 
studios, outdoor entertainment space, cultural programing 
and other amenities create a unique living environment at 
each university residence.

Security and Transportation
UWM is a secure campus, located among quiet neighborhoods  
– filled with families, other UWM students, grocery stores, 
parks, restaurants and coffee shops. The University Police 
and city police departments monitor the campus and sur-
rounding neighborhoods. 

City and campus transportation is free for UWM students, and 
includes late-night services to get students from campus to home.
It is easy to get to and from UWM by bike, bus or by walking – 
all students receive a free bus pass every semester.

Health and Wellness
Students can make a medical appointment on campus, at the 
Norris Medical Center. Milwaukee has many speciality clinics 
and hospitals, if special or intensive medical care is needed.
Medical insurance is required for all international students in 
the U.S., which may cover advanced medical care. 

Klotsche Center for Exercise and Sports
Swim, cycle, run, walk, play basketball or handball, weight 
train and take aerobic classes in the beautiful Klotsche 
Center and Pavilion. Membership fees are included in UWM 
tuition, and the center is open every day for students.

UWM Union: The Capital of Campus
More than 1 million guests walk through the UWM Union 
doors every year. The UWM Union is where students can find: 

Bookstore – Selling course books, UWM apparel and supplies.

 Union Theatre – Classical, experimental, popular world cinema.

Sociocultural Programming – Famous intellectuals and  
artists come to UWM often. 

Union Recreation Center – Table tennis, bowling and 
electronic games. 

Student Activities Office –  More than 300 student groups 
focus on career goals and professional events, language and 
culture, politics, religion, history, games or athletics. 
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Clean. Cosmopolitan. 
Modern. Convenient. 
Safe. Green. Growing.

Living and learning in Milwaukee is an opportunity to make 
your university years exceptional and memorable. The city 
surprises many of its visitors with its convenience, beautiful 
lakefront, friendly people and diverse dining, entertainment 
and cultural opportunities.

Milwaukee & UWM: A Strong Research Partnership
•  UWM has a strong relationship with Milwaukee leaders, businesses, arts groups, 

schools and major employers. Harley-Davidson, MillerCoors, Johnson Controls 
and Northwestern Mutual are prominent corporations with headquarters or major 
operations in Milwaukee.

•  Milwaukee business leaders come to UWM to recruit our best students, be guest 
lecturers and supervise student projects.

•  UWM has a network of academic partnerships with international research 
universities from around the world. 

•  Milwaukee is building an international reputation as a center for water technology 
business and research, and has built the U.S.’s only school of freshwater sciences 
on Lake Michigan, just a few kilometers south of the main campus.

•   Living and learning in the commercial, cultural and financial center of Wisconsin 
means students gain valuable research and career skills before graduation. 

Milwaukee: The biggest  
small town in America

•  140 public parks give you room to 
hike, kayak, bike, run, ski, explore  
and play soccer. 

•  90 minutes from Chicago and  
O’Hare International Airport.

•  90 minutes from state capital of  
Madison, Wisconsin.

•  8 Fortune 500 companies are  
located in Milwaukee.

•  600 firms and 120 partner agencies 
recruit students for jobs, internships 
and project work after graduation.

•  UWM is located 5K from Downtown 
Milwaukee. 

•  UWM is just 2K from the world’s  
fifth-largest lake: Lake Michigan.

•  Milwaukee is the arts and cultural 
center of Wisconsin. Museums,  
theatre, ballet, symphony, opera and 
more entertainment choices available 
year-round.
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“  The professors and advisors are great. And, I love 
Milwaukee food, like beer and bratwursts.”

 -   OGHENETEGA ANENE-MAIDOH,  
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING MASTER’S CANDIDATE 
ABUJA, NIGERIA



Everything on these pages is located no more than 15-20 minutes from 
UWM. Follow the lakefront trails as they extend south from UWM – 
about five minutes from campus. You will be downtown, in a museum, 
dining at a cafe or on the beach within moments.

Join us at the lakefront for Irish Fest, Polish Fest, German Fest, Festa Italiana,  
Mexian Fiesta, and more celebrations of international, multicultural Milwaukee! 

Milwaukee: Beautiful, green and growing
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Eight Fortune 500 companies are located in Milwaukee.
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    Visit the world-famous Calatrava  
and Milwaukee Art Museum.

Milwaukee is located along the beautiful shores of Lake Michigan. Lake Michigan 
is home to UWM’s School of Freshwater Sciences, the only university dedicated 
to the study of freshwater in the U.S. 
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Wisconsin 

The state of Wisconsin offers a friendly and safe 
place to study and live. Wisconsin is located in 
the north central region of the United States – 
called the “Midwest” – bordered by the famous 
Mississippi River, two Great Lakes: Michigan and 

Superior, as well as the city of Chicago. Wisconsin offers the perfect 
mix of exciting urban centers and beautiful, country landscape.

Milwaukee is Wisconsin’s largest and most diverse city. With a regional population of 1,000,000 
people, Milwaukee offers the best of big-city living: cultural events, night life, shopping, sporting 
events and a wide variety of international restaurants. Year-round festivals honor international 
music, art, food and culture. The biggest festival, Summerfest, is two weeks long and is considered the 
world’s largest celebration of music. Milwaukee is often called “the biggest small town in America,” 
as it is known for friendly people, unique neighborhoods, historic architecture and beautiful public 
parks throughout the city.

Madison, the state capitol, is located 90 minutes away in south central Wisconsin and houses the 
government of the state. Additionally, there are many smaller communities spread throughout the 
state, making it easy to explore Wisconsin’s natural beauty throughout the year.  

Wisconsin has four distinct seasons and the climate varies significantly, allowing people a range of 
fun outdoor activities. Summers are usually sunny and warm. People take advantage of the warm 
weather by spending a lot of time outdoors biking, boating, swimming and hiking. In the winter, the 
weather becomes cold and it snows often, creating many opportunities for snowboarding, skiing, 
sledding and skating. These are just a few of the recreational activities that people enjoy year-round 
in Wisconsin’s wilderness and waters.
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Questions? Contact International Student and Scholar Services, isss@uwm.edu



UWM’s Main Campus

    15 minutes to  
Downtown Milwaukee

    90 minutes to Chicago

5 minutes to Lake Michigan

Cambridge  
Commons

Riverview  
Residence Hall

Joseph J. Zilber  
School of Public Health

 
 

 

Questions? 
Contact International Student and Scholar 
Services, isss@uwm.edu

uwm.edu

School of  
Freshwater Sciences


