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THE UNBEARABLE MACHISMO OF TRUMP AND BOLSONARO'S 

BROMANCE1 

The twin presidents of the United States and Brazil are linked most closely by the insecure, tough-

guy grievance politics that fuel them both. 

(20/03/2019 12:38 -03) 

WASHINGTON ― Late Tuesday night, far-right Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro and his staff 

departed the Blair House, the estate that hosts foreign dignitaries and heads of state on their visits to 

the United States, en route to Andrews Air Force Base and a long flight south. 

In the rearview mirror, Bolsonaro had left a new best friend. 

Earlier in the day, Bolsonaro met with President Donald Trump at the White House, for talks 

that covered everything from their approach to the crisis in Venezuela to U.S. desires to launch 

satellites in Brazil. But the meetings, more than anything else, turned into a love fest between the 

leader known as “Brazil’s Trump” and the real thing. 

Finally together in person, the men in charge of two of the world’s four largest democracies 

spent most of Tuesday afternoon showering each other with the kind of doting praise that has become 

a regular feature of Trump’s time with foreign leaders who share his authoritarian impulses. 

“He has done a very outstanding job ― ran one of the incredible campaigns,” Trump said with 

Bolsonaro by his side. “I think Brazil’s relationship with the United States, because of our friendship, 

is probably better than it’s ever been by far.” 

“I have always admired the United States of America,” Bolsonaro said an hour later, at a joint 

news conference in the Rose Garden, his eyes wandering to his left, where Trump was standing. “And 

this sense of admiration has increased since you took office.” 

Bolsonaro and Trump have many things in common ― they are anti-immigrant and anti-

LGBTQ, they share a history of making deeply racist and sexist remarks, and neither can quite hide 

their disdain for the basic tenets of democracy as they rail against “fake news,” praise authoritarian 

leaders and, in Bolsonaro’s case, openly pine for the return of military rule to Brazil.  

What connects it all, though, and what has fostered the sort of bromance that took root last 

year and fully bloomed this week in Washington, is the sense of masculine, tough-guy aggrievement 

that fuels them both ― the defiant but insecure machismo that flows through everything they do. 

It was on full display throughout Bolsonaro’s time in Washington. 

                                                             
1 Bromance: expressão em língua inglesa utilizada para designar um relacionamento íntimo, não sexual, entre homens, 

uma forma de intimidade homossocial. 
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https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/jair-bolsonaro
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/brazil-jair-bolsonaro-presidential-election_us_5b92b5bae4b0511db3e1fdad?4g
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“May I say that Brazil and the United States stand side-by-side in their efforts to ensure 

liberties and traditional family lifestyles and God, our creator,” Bolsonaro said during the White 

House press conference. 

“And against gender ideology or politically correct attitudes,” he added, jamming his deep-

rooted opposition to efforts to promote equality for women and LGBTQ people into one of the biggest 

moments of his visit. 

Trump, who once proclaimed himself “a real friend” to the LGBTQ community, didn’t bat an 

eye. Instead, he praised Bolsonaro for lumping a distaste for “fake news” into the group of things 

both countries detest. 

That both Trump and Bolsonaro are thrice married apparently does not contradict their version 

of what constitutes “traditional family lifestyles” ― instead it seems to reinforce it. In an impromptu 

press gathering after the White House visit had concluded, Bolsonaro told reporters that he and Trump 

had joked about the relatively young ages of their current wives (first lady Melania Trump is nearly 

25 years younger than her husband; Jair Bolsonaro is 30 years older than his wife Michelle).  

“I called him a young man and I spoke to a translator ― careful what you’re going to say now 

― why I’m calling him a young man: We’re the age of the woman we love,” Bolsonaro said. 

It wasn’t his first effort at humor of the week. 

During a Monday speech at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Bolsonaro told the American 

business community that his initial meeting with his economic minister, the University of Chicago-

trained economist Paulo Guedes, resulted in “love at first sight.” 

“Economically, I mean,” Bolsonaro cracked, drawing laughter from the crowd. 

“I’m not a homophobe, by the way,” Bolsonaro, who has said he would rather have a dead 

son than a gay one, added. He later insisted the same during an interview on Fox News, adding there 

that he is not racist or xenophobic, either. 

Guedes got in on the act, too: The reason Brazil is suffering from high rates of violence and a 

sluggish economy, he said at the Chamber event, is that “nobody had balls” enough to fix the 

problems. 

“So, we got a guy who has balls,” Guedes said. (When it comes to violence, Bolsonaro’s main 

balls-informed plan has been to give one of the world’s deadliest police forces even more power to 

kill on sight.) 

That tough-guy image is central to both Bolsonaro and Trump’s appeal ― to each other and 

their most hardcore supporters. 

Trump’s campaign and subsequent presidency have been defined by his appeals to aggrieved 

white men who feel like their America has been taken from them by immigrants, black people, 

LGBTQ communities, women and the political leaders who seek to advance the rights of all of them. 
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Bolsonaro, meanwhile, ran for office promising to restore Brazil “for the Brazilians” ― by 

which he primarily meant those Brazilians who felt their own grip on their Brazil had been loosened 

by years of leftist governments that pushed affirmative action quotas and other policies aimed at 

improving life for some of Brazil’s most marginalized peoples. (“Bolsonaro’s campaign slogan could 

well be ‘It’s not your fault,’” Harvard professor Bruno Carvalho wrote last July. “As if to say, 

’If they weren’t ruining everything, this country would be great.’”) 

That’s not just conjecture: Researchers found in 2016 that the more people believed in 

“masculine honor beliefs” ― supporting male aggression, physicality and bravery ― “the more 

positive they felt about Trump.” Others have suggested that Trump support rose in areas that showed 

higher levels of “fragile masculinity.” 

The appeal of figures like Trump and Bolsonaro as mythical, comically masculine figures is 

evident in the sort of artwork and memes that each has inspired, and that circulated again around their 

meeting. In them, they are painted as muscle-bound, G.I. Joe-like superheroes, ready to save the world 

from the perceived scourge of LGBTQ people, feminism, immigrants and the “political correctness” 

that has eroded the world in which men can just be men. (Fonte: Hoffpost, 20/03/2019) 

 

QUESTÃO 01.   Assinale Verdadeiro (V)  para as afirmações verdadeiras ou Falso 

(F) para as afirmações falsas, em relação ao que se afirma no texto: 

 

a) (   ) No encontro entre Bolsonaro e Trump, os dois presidentes se restringiram a comentar sobre a 

crise na Venezuela e sobre o interesse norte-americano de lançar satélites do Brasil. 

b) (   ) Bolsonaro passou a admirar os Estados Unidos após a eleição de Donald Trump para o cargo 

de presidente. 

c) (   ) O texto destaca a homologia entre Trump e Bolsonaro quanto ao posicionamento em relação 

a temas como imigração e questões de gênero e raça.   

d) (   ) Fazendo uso de um tom humorístico, Bolsonaro descreve sua relação com o economista Paulo 

Guedes como um caso de “amor à primeira vista”.  

e) (   ) Diferentemente de Trump, Bolsonaro se coloca como defensor de Deus e dos costumes da 

família tradicional 
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https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/brazil-jair-bolsonaro-presidential-election_us_5b92b5bae4b0511db3e1fdad?4g
https://piaui.folha.uol.com.br/its-not-your-fault/
https://psmag.com/social-justice/how-a-love-of-machismo-drives-some-trump-voters
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/11/29/how-donald-trump-appeals-to-men-secretly-insecure-about-their-manhood/?utm_term=.27180afad031
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QUESTÃO 02 - Que elementos de similaridade (temas e opiniões) são 

efetivamente expressos no texto como pontos de vista comuns entre Trump e 

Bolsonaro? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 03 - Observe o que ocorre especificamente em cada ocasião e 

responda: 

a) Cite ao menos três lugares em que Bolsonaro esteve , nesta visita aos Estados 

Unidos. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

b) Em síntese, o que afirmou Bolsonaro no encontro com a imprensa? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

c) Que assuntos/pautas foram tratados na parte do encontro que ocorreu na Casa 

Branca? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTÃO 04. Escreva, em língua inglesa, os referentes para os termos abaixo.  

a) His (l. 06 )___________________           d)  Their (l. 25 ) ____________________________ 

b) Their (l.07 )__________________           e) His (l. 16 ) ______________________________ 

c) Their (l.11 )______________________      f) They (l. 23 )__________________________ 

 

QUESTÃO 05. Faça a tradução do trecho abaixo para a língua portuguesa. 

 “And against gender ideology or politically correct attitudes,” he added, jamming his deep-

rooted opposition to efforts to promote equality for women and LGBTQ people into one of the biggest 

moments of his visit”. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 


